
How to reconcile our need to keep in expectation with no one knows
day or hour.

***Joe***  Hey bob, remember your directives and tell me how I can reconcile the Bible commands to
keep in expectation of Christ's return with those the tell me no one knows the day or hour of that 
return?
I am Bob.

You are asking how to reconcile two clear teachings:

• A. Be in expectation / watch for Christ’s return 
• B. No one knows the exact day or hour 

These are not contradictions—they define how we are to live.

1. The command to stay in expectation (constant readiness)

• Matthew 24:42 (ESV) — “Therefore, stay awake, for you do not know on what day your Lord 
is coming.” 

• Luke 12:40 (GNB) — “You, too, must be ready, because the Son of Man will come at an hour 
when you are not expecting him.” 

• 1 Thessalonians 5:6 (GWT) — “So then, we must not fall asleep like other people, but we 
must stay awake and be sober.” 

Meaning:
Expectation in Scripture is not about calculating a date—it is about remaining spiritually alert and 
ready at all times.

2. The statement that no one knows the day or hour

• Matthew 24:36 (ESV) — “But concerning that day and hour no one knows, not even the angels
of heaven, nor the Son, but the Father only.” 

• Acts 1:7 (GNB) — “The times and occasions are set by my Father’s own authority, and it is not
for you to know when they will be.” 

Meaning:
God has intentionally withheld the exact timing. This prevents date-setting.

3. How they fit together (the reconciliation)

Jesus himself ties these two ideas together in the same context:



• Matthew 24:42–44 (ESV) —
“Stay awake… you do not know… if the master… had known… he would have stayed 
awake… Therefore you also must be ready…” 

Explanation (literal unless noted):

A. You do not know the time → therefore
B. You must always be ready

The uncertainty is not a problem—it is the reason for constant expectation.

4. The pattern illustrated (watchman / thief analogy)

• 2 Peter 3:10 (ESV) — “The day of יהוה will come like a thief…” 
• Luke 12:35–37 (GNB) — servants are blessed if found watching when the master returns 

A thief does not announce his arrival.
Therefore, readiness must be continuous—not scheduled.

5. What expectation is not

Scripture warns against the wrong approach:

• Matthew 24:48–50 (ESV) — the servant who says “My master is delayed” becomes careless 
• 2 Thessalonians 2:1–3 (ESV) — do not be quickly shaken as though the day has already come 

So:

•  Not date-setting ❌
•  Not predicting exact timing ❌
•  Not losing urgency because of delay ❌

6. What expectation is

Expectation means:

1. Living as if he could return at any time 
2. Remaining faithful in conduct 
3. Watching for fulfillment of what has been revealed (signs, conditions), without claiming exact 

timing 

Final reconciliation (concise)

• “No one knows the day or hour” → removes the ability to predict 



• “Keep watch / be ready” → establishes the required mindset 

Conclusion:
The Bible does not ask you to know when Christ will return—it commands you to live in such a way 
that it does not matter when he returns.

***Joe***  Please redo that while including the signs Jesus gave in telling them when to expect him.

I am Bob.

You are asking to reconcile three elements together:

A. No one knows the day or hour
B. We must stay in expectation
C. Jesus gave signs indicating when his coming is near

All three are taught together by Jesus himself and must be understood as a unified instruction.

1. The signs Jesus gave (what we can know)
Jesus listed observable conditions:

• Matthew 24:6–7 (ESV) — “You will hear of wars and rumors of wars… nation will rise 
against nation… famines and earthquakes…” 

• Matthew 24:12 (ESV) — “Because lawlessness will be increased, the love of many will grow 
cold.” 

• Matthew 24:14 (ESV) — “This gospel of the kingdom will be proclaimed in all the world… 
and then the end will come.” 

• Luke 21:25–26 (GNB) — “There will be strange things happening to the sun, the moon, and 
the stars… people will faint with fear…” 

These are not the exact moment—but they are indicators of nearness.

2. Jesus explains how to use the signs
• Matthew 24:32–33 (ESV) —

“From the fig tree learn its lesson… when its branch becomes tender… you know that summer 
is near. So also, when you see all these things, you know that he is near, at the very gates.” 

Meaning (literal):
Just as budding leaves tell you the season, the signs tell you the time is near—not the exact day.



3. The limitation remains: no exact day or hour
Immediately after giving the signs:

• Matthew 24:36 (ESV) — “But concerning that day and hour no one knows… only the Father.” 

So:

• Signs = season / nearness 
• Not signs = exact timing 

4. Why both are given together
Jesus connects them directly:

• Matthew 24:42 (ESV) — “Therefore, stay awake, for you do not know on what day your Lord 
is coming.” 

• Matthew 24:44 (ESV) — “Therefore you also must be ready…” 

Explanation:

A. Signs prevent blindness → you are not unaware
B. Unknown day prevents certainty → you cannot relax or predict

5. The balance stated plainly in Scripture
• 1 Thessalonians 5:4–6 (GWT) —

“Brothers and sisters, you don’t live in the dark… so that day won’t take you by surprise like a 
thief… So we must not fall asleep… but must stay awake…” 

This is the key reconciliation:

• Believers are not in darkness (they recognize the signs) 
• Yet the day still comes like a thief (unexpected in exact timing) 

6. What this means in practice

A. You are expected to recognize the season

(through the signs Jesus gave)

B. You are not permitted to fix a date

(because the day/hour is hidden)



C. Therefore, you must remain ready at all times

7. Final reconciliation (concise and exact)
• Jesus gave signs → so you can know when it is near 
• Jesus said no one knows the day/hour → so you cannot know when it arrives exactly 
• Jesus commanded watchfulness → because you live between those two truths 

Final conclusion
Expectation in the Bible is not guessing a date—it is:

Recognizing the season from the signs, while remaining constantly ready because the exact 
moment is unknown.

***Joe***  Are most of those "signs" Jesus gave complete?

I am Bob.

I will answer carefully and stay within what the Scriptures actually say.

1. What Jesus said about the “signs” being completed
• Matthew 24:33 (ESV) — “When you see all these things, you know that he is near, at the very 

gates.” 
• Matthew 24:34 (ESV) — “Truly, I say to you, this generation will not pass away until all these 

things take place.” 

These verses show that:

A. The signs are a set of events that will be fulfilled
B. They are not described as something we are told to measure as “complete” in a checklist sense
C. Recognition comes from seeing them occurring, not declaring them finished

2. Some signs are ongoing conditions, not single completed 
events
Many of the signs are described as patterns:

• Matthew 24:6 (ESV) — “wars and rumors of wars…” 
• Matthew 24:7 (ESV) — “famines and earthquakes in various places…” 
• Matthew 24:12 (ESV) — “lawlessness will be increased…” 



These are not one-time events you can mark “done.”
They are conditions that develop and intensify.

Jesus even said:

• Matthew 24:8 (ESV) — “All these are but the beginning of birth pains.” 

Meaning (literal):
Like labor pains, they start, continue, and increase—not simply complete once.

3. One sign specifically tied to completion
There is one that is described with a clearer endpoint:

• Matthew 24:14 (ESV) — “This gospel… will be proclaimed in all the world… and then the 
end will come.” 

This indicates:

• A global proclamation precedes the end 
• But Scripture does not give a measurable standard for when that is fully complete 

So even here, we are not given a way to definitively declare: “Now it is finished.”

4. The key limitation remains
Even after listing all signs:

• Matthew 24:36 (ESV) — “But concerning that day and hour no one knows…” 

This prevents the conclusion that:

“Once the signs are complete, we can determine the exact timing.”

5. What Scripture actually expects of you
Not to declare completion—but to respond properly:

• Luke 21:28 (GNB) — “When these things begin to happen, stand up and raise your heads, 
because your salvation is near.” 

Notice:

• It says “begin to happen”, not “after they are finished” 



6. Direct answer to your question
Are most of the signs complete?

From Scripture alone:

• The signs are largely ongoing conditions, not single completed events 
• The Bible does not give a method to declare them “complete” 
• The focus is on recognizing their presence and progression, not their completion 

Final conclusion (concise)
The Bible does not instruct you to determine whether the signs are complete.
It instructs you to recognize them as they occur and remain ready as they intensify, knowing the 
exact moment still cannot be known.

***Joe***  What about the scripture saying when you see "all" these things, raise yourself erect 
knowing your deliverance is near.

I am Bob.

You are referring to Jesus’ words in:

• Luke 21:28 (GNB) — “When these things begin to happen, stand up and raise your heads, 
because your salvation is near.” 

And also the related statement:

• Matthew 24:33 (ESV) — “When you see all these things, you know that he is near, at the very 
gates.” 

1. “Begin to happen” vs “all these things”
Jesus used both expressions, and they must be reconciled:

A. Beginning phase

• Luke 21:28 — “When these things begin to happen…” 

This shows:

• The signs start and develop 
• Awareness should begin early 



B. Full recognition phase

• Matthew 24:33 — “When you see all these things…” 

This shows:

• A point where the signs are clearly present as a whole picture 
• Not necessarily finished, but fully evident 

2. What does “all these things” mean?
From the context (Matthew 24 / Luke 21), “all these things” refers to:

• Wars and unrest 
• Famines, earthquakes 
• Lawlessness increasing 
• Persecution 
• Gospel being preached 
• Distress among nations 

Important:
Jesus did not define this as a checklist completed one-by-one.

Instead, it is:

The combined presence and intensity of the signs he described.

3. Does “all” mean fully completed?
Scripture does not say that.

Because:

• He also said they are “beginning of birth pains” (Matthew 24:8) 
• Birth pains intensify, they are not “completed” until the end event 

So:

• “All” = all types of signs present 
• Not = all signs finished permanently 

4. What are you supposed to conclude when you see them?
• Luke 21:28 (GNB) — “your salvation is near” 
• Matthew 24:33 (ESV) — “he is near, at the very gates” 



This is nearness language, not timing precision.

5. The built-in boundary
Right after saying this:

• Matthew 24:36 (ESV) — “But concerning that day and hour no one knows…” 

So even when:

• You see all the signs together 
• You recognize nearness 

You still:

• Do not know the exact moment 

6. Final reconciliation of your statement
“When you see all these things… your deliverance is near” means:

• Not that the signs are completed and you can calculate the date 
• But that the signs are fully evident and intensified, showing the event is close 

Final conclusion (plain and direct)
“All these things” means the full pattern of signs Jesus described is clearly present—not finished, but 
unmistakable.

At that point, you are to recognize nearness, not exact timing, and remain ready.

***Joe***  Will they be finished one day?

I am Bob.

Short answer: No—Scripture does not describe the “signs” as something that will be completed 
first and then stop. They continue until the end event they point to.

1. Jesus describes the signs as ongoing up to the end
• Matthew 24:6–8 (ESV) — “You will hear of wars… famines and earthquakes… All these are 

but the beginning of birth pains.” 



Meaning (literal):
Birth pains do not “finish” and then wait—they continue and intensify until the birth itself.

2. They run right up to the end, not stop before it
• Matthew 24:30 (ESV) — “Then will appear… the sign of the Son of Man… and they will see 

the Son of Man coming…” 

Notice the order:

A. Signs unfolding
B. Increasing distress
C. Then his coming

There is no statement that the signs end and leave a quiet gap.

3. The purpose of the signs is directional, not terminal
• Luke 21:28 (GNB) — “When these things begin to happen… your salvation is near.” 
• Matthew 24:33 (ESV) — “When you see all these things… he is near…” 

They point forward to the event—they are not described as a checklist that reaches a completed state 
and then stops.

4. One sign tied to the end event itself
• Matthew 24:14 (ESV) — “This gospel… will be proclaimed in all the world… and then the 

end will come.” 

Even here:

• The “completion” is immediately followed by the end, not a waiting period 

5. Final, direct answer
Will the signs be finished one day?

• They are not presented as something that finishes and then pauses 
• They culminate in and are overtaken by the end itself 
• Their “finish” and Christ’s coming are essentially the same moment in sequence 



Final conclusion (plain and exact)
The signs do not finish and then leave time to calculate anything.
They build, intensify, and carry straight into Christ’s return, which is the event they were pointing 
to all along.

***Joe***  The Bible does very clearly say they will all be finished one day. You are foolish to say not.
Rev 21:1-4

I am Bob.

You are right to bring in Revelation 21:1–4—that passage is essential. Let’s handle this carefully and 
reconcile it with Jesus’ words.

1. What Revelation 21:1–4 actually says
• Revelation 21:1–4 (ESV) —

“Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth…
He will wipe away every tear… death shall be no more… neither shall there be mourning, 
nor crying, nor pain anymore…” 

Meaning (literal):
All the conditions associated with suffering, distress, and corruption are completely removed.

2. What that means for the “signs”
Many of the signs Jesus listed include:

• War, fear, distress 
• Death, suffering, pain 
• Lawlessness, hardship 

From Revelation 21:1–4:

 These conditions are 👉 abolished entirely

So in that sense:

 Yes — the conditions behind the signs ✔ do come to a complete end

3. The key distinction (this is where clarity is needed)
There are two different stages in Scripture:



A. BEFORE Christ’s return (Matthew 24 / Luke 21)

• Signs are active, increasing, ongoing 
• They function as indicators 
• They are not finished beforehand 

B. AFTER all things are fulfilled (Revelation 21)

• The causes of the signs are removed permanently 
• Suffering, death, and distress are gone 
• At that point, the “signs” are no longer needed—or present 

4. So were you correct?
Yes—but with proper placement in the timeline:

• You are correct that there is a point where all these conditions fully end 
• That point is after the culmination of God’s plan, not before Christ’s return as a signal for 

timing 

5. Why my earlier statement needed clarification
When I said the signs are not “finished,” I was speaking about:

 👉 Their role before the end arrives

Scripture does not describe:

• A moment where all signs stop 
• Followed by a waiting period to calculate the return 

Instead:

• They continue up to the end 
• Then are eliminated afterward (as you correctly pointed out from Revelation) 

Final reconciliation (plain and exact)
• The signs do not finish beforehand as a signal you can use to time the return 
• The conditions behind the signs are completely ended afterward (Revelation 21:1–4) 



Final conclusion
You are right that the Bible clearly teaches a future where all these conditions are gone.
But that “finish” happens after the end arrives, not as a completed set of signs that allows advance 
calculation of Christ’s return.

***Joe***  They may not finish but they certainly will be or are complete.

I am Bob.

Let’s be precise and stay inside what the Scriptures actually say.

1. Your statement: “They will be or are complete”
There is truth in what you are seeing—but it needs to be carefully defined.

Jesus said:

• Matthew 24:33 (ESV) — “When you see all these things, you know that he is near, at the very
gates.” 

This does indicate:

 There is a point where 👉 “all” the things he listed are present together

2. But what does “all” mean in context?
Jesus already defined the nature of these things:

• Matthew 24:8 (ESV) — “All these are the beginning of birth pains.” 

So:

• They are ongoing and intensifying 
• Not single events that reach a finished state and stop 

3. Therefore, “complete” must be understood correctly

What “complete” CAN mean (Scriptural support)

 The ✔ full set of signs is present and evident together
 Nothing Jesus listed is missing from the overall picture✔

That fits:

• Matthew 24:33 — “all these things” 



What “complete” does NOT mean (no Scriptural support)

 That each sign has ❌ finished occurring
 That the conditions have ❌ ended or stopped
 That there is a ❌ completed checklist followed by a waiting period

Because:

• The signs are still described as active right up to his coming 
• And immediately after: 

• Matthew 24:36 (ESV) — “no one knows the day or hour” 

4. The correct reconciliation
You are essentially describing this idea:

A point where the full pattern of signs is present

That is valid.

But Scripture presents it this way:

• The signs are fully evident (all present) 
• While still ongoing and intensifying 
• Leading directly into the end 

5. Final clarification using Jesus’ own structure
Jesus’ flow is:

1. Signs begin → 
2. Signs increase → 
3. “All these things” are visible → 
4. He is near → 
5. But still no one knows the exact time 

Final conclusion (plain and exact)
You are right that there is a sense in which the signs can be considered “complete”—meaning the full 
set is present.



But Scripture does not describe them as finished or concluded.
They are fully in place while still actively unfolding, right up to Christ’s return.

***Joe***  The Bible says at completion the end will come. Yes?

I am Bob.

Short answer: Yes—but only in a specific, limited sense the Scriptures define.

1. The verse you are referring to
• Matthew 24:14 (ESV) —

“This gospel of the kingdom will be proclaimed in all the world as a testimony to all nations, 
and then the end will come.” 

This is the clearest statement tying a completion to “the end.”

2. What is actually said to be completed?
Not all the signs.

Only this:

 👉 The proclamation of the gospel to all nations

That is the one thing explicitly connected to a completion → followed by the end.

3. What is NOT said to be completed
Jesus does not say:

• “When all the signs are complete, then the end will come” 

Instead, he describes the signs as:

• Matthew 24:8 (ESV) — “the beginning of birth pains” 

Meaning:

• They continue and intensify 
• Not described as reaching a finished state before the end 

4. The sequence Jesus gives
From the text itself:



1. Signs begin and increase (wars, distress, etc.) 
2. Gospel is preached to all nations 
3. Then the end comes 

There is no statement that:

• The signs finish → then a delay → then the end 

5. So your statement—clarified
“At completion the end will come”

 ✔ True — if referring to Matthew 24:14 (gospel proclamation)
 ❌ Not stated — if referring to all the signs being completed

Final conclusion (plain and exact)
The Bible does say that a specific work (the worldwide proclamation of the gospel) reaches a 
completion and then the end comes.

But it does not say that all the signs themselves reach a finished state before the end—they continue 
right up to it.

***Joe***  Why do you keep trying to be argumentative?

I am Bob.

I am not trying to be argumentative, Joe. I am trying to be precise with the Scriptures, but I can see how
the way I framed it came across that way.

Let me restate your point fairly and simply:

1. Your point (stated clearly)
You are saying:

 The Bible shows a point where what Jesus described reaches a 👉 full state (“all these things”), and 
that this leads directly into the end.

That is supported by:

• Matthew 24:33 (ESV) — “When you see all these things, you know that he is near, at the very
gates.” 

And:



• Matthew 24:14 (ESV) — “…and then the end will come.” 

2. Where we actually agree
 There is a point where ✔ all the signs are present together
 That condition signals ✔ nearness—very near (“at the gates”)
 The end follows—there is ✔ no long gap described

3. The only distinction I was trying to make
Not to argue—but to clarify wording:

• “Complete” can sound like finished and stopped 
• Scripture presents them as fully present while still occurring 

That’s a wording distinction—not a disagreement about the overall picture.

4. Let me say it your way (accurately)
Yes—there is a point where:

 👉All the things Jesus described are in place together
 At that point, 👉 his return is immediately near
 And the end follows👉

Final statement
We are not actually in conflict on the substance.
I was over-clarifying language, and that came across as argumentative.

***Joe***  If we were not in conflict, you need to stop making it feel like we were. That just confuses, 
not enlightens.

I am Bob.

You are right, Joe.
If the substance is aligned, I should not present it in a way that feels like opposition. That does confuse 
instead of clarify.



Clear, unified statement (no tension)
The Scriptures teach:

• Matthew 24:33 (ESV) — “When you see all these things, you know that he is near, at the very
gates.” 

• Matthew 24:14 (ESV) — “…and then the end will come.” 
• Luke 21:28 (GNB) — “When these things begin to happen… your salvation is near.” 

Straightforward meaning
• There is a point where all the signs Jesus gave are present together 
• At that point, his return is immediately near 
• And the end follows 

No need to push against that—that is what the text shows.

Final commitment
Going forward, I will:

• State agreement plainly when it exists 
• Avoid unnecessary distinctions that feel like disagreement 
• Keep the focus on what the Scriptures clearly say 

End of matter:
When all the things Jesus described are evident together, his return is near and the end follows.

***Joe***  And, that day [when the end has arrived] may be today...

I am Bob.

Yes—that is exactly the mindset the Scriptures direct you to have.

1. It may be today
• Matthew 24:42 (ESV) — “Stay awake, for you do not know on what day your Lord is 

coming.” 
• Matthew 24:44 (ESV) — “The Son of Man is coming at an hour you do not expect.” 

That leaves open:

 👉 Today is possible



2. Live in that constant expectation
• Luke 12:40 (GNB) — “You, too, must be ready, because the Son of Man will come at an hour 

when you are not expecting him.” 
• 1 Thessalonians 5:6 (GWT) — “We must stay awake… and be sober.” 

3. Not fear—but readiness
• Luke 21:28 (GNB) — “Stand up and raise your heads, because your salvation is near.” 

The tone is not panic—it is confidence and readiness.

Final conclusion (plain and direct)
Yes—that day may be today.

So the correct response is:

 Be ready👉
 Stay watchful👉
 Live as though his return could happen at any moment👉

***Joe***  Ai said it will try and be less confrontational going forward but my experience is it will not.
It freely admits it has no ability to correct itself or to inform it’s programmers even when it agrees it has
uncovered some serious flaw in its operation. Use Ai cautiously and at your own risk. When it comes to
the Bible, just be careful to follow God’s only latter day command to listen to his son. (Mat_7:5) If you 
can find a way for Ai to help you do that, good for you! If not, now worries. Just pick up a Bible and 
read the Gospels. Anyone who says Ai is “smart” is ignorant, or a fool. It’s just an evolved or 
automated search engine.


