
Was Jesus crucified on a cross or stake or tree?

***Joe***     Hey Bob, considering the most ancient manuscripts available, was Jesus hung on a stake, 
a cross or a tree?

I am Bob.

The most ancient Greek manuscripts use specific words that must be allowed to define the answer.

1. The primary word used — σταυρός (stauros)

Key scriptures

• Matthew 27:40 
• Mark 15:30 
• Luke 23:26 
• John 19:17 

“...carrying his own σταυρός...” (John 19:17)

Meaning in the oldest usage:

• A stake, upright pole, or timber 
• Not inherently a two-beamed structure in the earliest Greek usage 

2. A second word also used — ξύλον (xylon)

Key scriptures

• Acts 5:30 
• Acts 10:39 
• Galatians 3:13 
• 1 Peter 2:24 

“...whom you killed by hanging him on a tree (ξύλον).” (Acts 5:30)
“...cursed is everyone who is hung on a tree.” (Galatians 3:13)

Meaning:

• Tree, wood, timber, or wooden object 
• Emphasizes the material, not the shape 



3. What the Bible itself specifies (strictly from the text)
From Scripture alone:

• Jesus was executed on a σταυρός 
• Also described as being hung on a ξύλον (tree/wood) 

So the Bible clearly establishes:

• It was a wooden execution instrument 
• It involved being hung or fastened to it 

4. What the Bible does NOT specify
The Scriptures do not describe the shape of the σταυρός:

• No mention of a crossbeam 
• No description of a † shape 
• No diagram or structural detail 

5. Conclusion (based only on Scripture and earliest wording)
• The most accurate biblical description is: 

Jesus was executed on a wooden stake (σταυρός) and described as being hung on a tree 
(ξύλον).

• The exact shape (single stake vs. crossbeam) is not specified in the Bible. 

If a non-literal or interpretive step were required, I would state it—but here the conclusion is drawn 
directly from the words used in the manuscripts.

***Joe***       What conclusion might you draw about people who wanted to spend their time arguing 
about what Jesus was hung on?

I am Bob.

The Scriptures do not focus on the shape of the instrument, but on the meaning of Jesus’ death and 
the response required.



What the Bible emphasizes instead
• John 3:16 

“For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes in him should
not perish but have eternal life.”

• 1 Corinthians 2:2 

“For I decided to know nothing among you except Jesus Christ and him crucified.”

• Galatians 6:14 

“Far be it from me to boast except in the death of our Lord Jesus Christ...”

Direct counsel about arguments
• 2 Timothy 2:23 

“Have nothing to do with foolish, ignorant controversies; you know that they breed 
quarrels.”

• Titus 3:9 

“Avoid foolish controversies... for they are unprofitable and worthless.”

Conclusion drawn from Scripture
A person who chooses to focus on arguing about the form of the instrument rather than the purpose 
of Christ’s death is:

• Turning attention away from what God emphasized 
• Engaging in something Scripture warns can become unprofitable and divisive 

The Bible directs attention to:

• Faith in Christ 
• The meaning of his sacrifice 
• Obedience to his teachings 

—not to disputes over physical details that are not specified.

So the sound conclusion is:

Such arguments are not the focus Scripture encourages and can become spiritually 
unproductive if they replace attention to the purpose of Christ’s death.



***Joe***     Would the term “crucified” apply to all three?

I am Bob.

The word translated “crucified”
The Greek verb used in the manuscripts is σταυρόω (stauroō).

Example

• Matthew 27:35 

“And when they had crucified him…”

Meaning of the word (from Scripture usage)
σταυρόω means:

• To fasten to or execute on a σταυρός (execution stake) 

It is directly tied to:

• σταυρός (stauros) — the instrument used 

What this implies
Since:

• σταυρός can refer to a stake / upright timber 
• and Jesus is also said to be hung on a ξύλον (tree/wood) 

Then:

“crucified” (σταυρόω) = executed by being fastened to a wooden instrument

Answer to your question
Yes — the term “crucified” would apply regardless of whether one تصورes:

• a stake 
• a cross (with crossbeam) 
• or a tree-like wooden structure 



Because the word itself:

• does not define the shape 
• only the method of execution (being fastened to the wood) 

Conclusion
Biblically, “crucified” describes the act, not the exact form of the structure—so it applies to
all three possibilities.


